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JAILBOX

Please contribute toward the purchase
of conference approved literature for
the incarcerated alcoholic so they can
be in touch with our message of re-
covery 168 hours of the week.

Contributions of conference approved
literature are also welcome!

Please see your Correctional Facilities
Committee member or Intergroup Rep
for instructions.

Go to www.centraljerseyintergroup.org to print out a ‘JAILBOX’ sign

All proceeds will go to incarcerated A.A. members
via the:

Central Jersey Intergroup Correctional Facilities
Committee

348 Farnsworth Ave.,

Bordentown, NJ 08505



(Continued from page 1)
stricken if they failed their mission through self-seeking. Yet
such a failure wouldn't jeopardize their personal survival. For
us, if we neglect those who are still sick, there is unremitting
danger to our own lives and sanity. Under these compulsions
of self-preservation, duty, and love, it is not strange that our
society has concluded that it has but one high mission. . .to
carry the AA message to those who don't know there's a way
out.
Highlighting the wisdom of AA's single purpose, a member
tells this story:
"Restless one day, I felt I'd better do some Twelfth Step work.
Maybe I should take out some insurance against a slip. But
first I'd have to find a drunk to work on.
"So I hopped the subway to Town's Hospital where I asked
Dr. Silkworth if he had a prospect. "Nothing too promising,'
the little doc said, "There's just one chap on the third floor who
might be a possibility. But he's an awfully tough Irishman. I
never saw a man so obstinate. He shouts that if his partner
would treat him better, and his wife would leave him alone,
he'd soon solve his alcohol problem. He's had a bad case of
d.t.'s, he's pretty foggy, and he's very suspicious of everybody.
Doesn't sound too good, does it? But working with him may
do something for you, so why don't you have a go at it?'
"I was soon sitting beside a big hulk of a man. Decidedly un-
friendly, he stared at me out of eyes which were slits in his
red and swollen face. I had to agree with the doctor. . .he cer-
tainly didn't look good. But I told him my own story, I ex-
plained what a wonderful fellowship we had, how well we
understood each other. I bore down hard on the hopelessness
of the drunk's dilemma. I insisted that few drunks could ever
get well on their own steam, but that in our groups we could
do together what we could not do separately. He interrupted to
scoff at this and asserted he'd fix his wife, his partner, and his
alcoholism by himself. Sarcastically he asked, 'How much
does your scheme cost?' I was thankful I could tell him
'Nothing at all." His next question: 'What are you getting out
of it?" Of course my answer was, 'My own sobriety and a
mighty happy life. Still dubious, he demanded, 'Do you really
mean the only reason you are here is to try and help me and to
help yourself?' 'Yes,' I said, "That's absolutely all there is to it.
There's no angle.'
"Then, hesitantly, I ventured to talk about the spiritual side of
our program. What a freeze that drunk gave me! I'd no sooner
got the word 'spiritual’ out of my mouth than he pounced.
(Continued on page 4)
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Central Jersey Intergroup
384 Farnsworth Ave.
Bordentown, NJ
(609) 298-7785 office
(609) 298-7795 hot line
www.centraljerseyintergroup.org

Officers
2010-2012
Chair — Connie Y.
Co-Chair — Jami D.
Treasurer — Roseanne F.
Financial Secretary — Rebecca C.
Recording Secretary - Justine D.

Committee Chairs
2008-2009
Answering Service —
ChrisAnn/Fred D.
Computer— Mike
Correctional Facilities -
Tom D./Kathy
Hospitals & Institutions —
Chuck D./Audrey P.
Literature - Matt
Meeting List — Jennifer/Tom
Newsletter — Jami D.
Public Information — Rich
Steering — Chris
Unity —

Web Site— Thom O.

Trustees
Wendy L.
Thom O.
Bill D.
Chris P.
Mike Z.

“Our leaders are but trusted ser-
vants. They do not govern.”
Tradition Two
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'Oh!" he said. Now I get it! You're proselyting for some damn religious sect or other. Where do
you get that 'no angle' stuff? I belong to a great church that means everything to me. You've got
a nerve to come in here talking religion!'

"Thank heaven I came up with the right answer for that one. It was based foursquare on the sin-
gle purpose of AA. "You have faith,' I said Perhaps far deeper faith than mine, No doubt you're
better taught in religious matters than I. So I can't tell you anything about religion. I don't even
want to try. I'll bet, too, that you could give me a letter-perfect definition of humility. But from
what you've told me about yourself and your problems and how you propose to lick them, I
think I know what's wrong.' 'Okay,' he said. 'Give me the business.' "'Well," said I. 'I think you're
just a conceited Irishman who thinks he can run the whole show.'

"This really rocked him. But as he calmed down he began to listen while I tried to show him
that humility was the main key to sobriety. Finally he saw that I wasn't attempting to change his
religious views, that I wanted him to find the grace in his own religion that would aid his recov-
ery. From there on we got along fine.

"Now," concludes the old timer, "Suppose I'd been obliged to talk to this man on religious
grounds. Suppose my answer had to be that AA needed a lot of money: that AA went in for
education, hospitals, and rehabilitation? Suppose I'd suggested that I'd take a hand in his domes-
tic and business affairs? Where would we have wound up? No place, of course."

Years later this tough Irish customer liked to say, "My sponsor sold me one idea, and that was
sobriety. At the time, I couldn't have bought anything else."

Bill W.
September 1952
Vol.9 No. 4

Intergroup Phone Numbers
Cape Atlantic Intergroup Central Jersey Intergroup
609-641-8855 (609) 298-7785 office
24 Hour Hotline (609) 298-7795 hotline

1-800-604-HELP(4357)
Toll free not available with all
cell phones.

South Jersey Intergroup Northern New Jersey
Toll free: 866-920-1212 800-245-1377 hotline
Local: 856-486-4444 (908) 687-8566
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Needs Support

“Our Meeting In Print,” founded in 1944; over 60 years of
service.

“. .. amagic carpet on which each of you can ride to the more
distant reaches and watch new brothers and sisters emerge from
darkness into light.”

Bill W., 1959, referring to the Grapevine. = Grapevine maga-
zines and all other items are mailed in packaging that protects
anonymity.

United States
Two years (24 issues BEST DEAL):

$51.00

One year (12 issues):

$27.00

7 issues:

$17.00

WWWL.grapevine.org
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Anniercaries

Al H. — 41 years
Clara M — 35 years
Bob M. - 35 years
Betty — 30 years

Bill K.— 29 years
David E. — 29 years
Jack G.— 29 year
Booker T. — 28 years
Karen — 26 years
Shirley E.—26 years
Robert H. — 26 years
Laura C.— 25 years
Jerry S. — 25 years
Janice O.—23 years
Mindi H. — 23 years
Bob C. — 23 years
Jim McK. — 22 years
Bill H— 22 years
Jim N.-22 years
Jeannie H.— 21 years
Bob S. — 21 years
Angie N. - 21 years
Jim E.-21 years
Sharon D — 20 years
Henry H.— 20 years
Tom D. — 20 years
Sharon — 19 years
John F. - 18 years
Kim A.—17 years
Sheryl D.—17 years
Albie M-17 years
Andre F—17 years
Phil O. — 15 years
Tom T. — 15 years

Kelly W.—14 years
Frankie C.— 14 years
Vickie F. - 12 years
Ron V. — 12 years
Bilal M.-11 years
Mike Z. — 11 years
Ed F. — 11 years
Christine P—11 years
Jenna W. - 9 years
Colleen D.-9 years
Pete B. - 9 years
Burt D. - 9 years
Judy M. — 8 years
Bob M.-8 years
Darren G. — 8 years
Joe M. — 8 years
Mary B. — 7 years
Jim H. - 7 years

Jim M. 7 years

Marianne H. — 6 years

Jami D.—6 years
Karen F—5 years
Rebecca C. — 3 years
Melissa — 3 years
Chris — 90 days
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